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Sixteen West Michigan camps awarded $119,000 from 
Grand Rapids Community Foundation 
 
March 10, 2017 - Grand Rapids Community Foundation awarded 16 summer camps scholarships for primary and 
secondary students. A total of $119,000 was given to send around 500 to camp.  
 
“Summer camp provides a needed and important summer enrichment opportunity for students,” said Grand 
Rapids Community Foundation Education Program Officer Ruth Bishop. “It’s not just about academics. It’s about 
some of the experiences that camps provide that are not academic based.”  
 
A maximum of $10,000 for program costs and $5,000 for transportation are given out to each camp. Staff at the 
foundation selects which camps grants will toward each year. To be considered, the camp must fill out an 
application and have a high percent of campers from Kent County. They need to accept students from all faith 
backgrounds and must be accredited or working toward it.   
 
For the summer of 2017, the following camps have been provided with grants:  
 

- Boy Scouts 
- Camp Blodgett 
- Camp Henry 
- Camp Michawana 
- Camp Newaygo 
- Camp O’Malley 
- Camp Roger 
- Indian Trails Camp 
- Lincoln Lake Camp 
- Opportunities for the Blind 
- Camp Shout Out 
- Remembrance Ranch 
- SpringHill Camp 
- Camp Tall Turf 
- YMCA Camp Pendalouan 
- YMCA Camp Manitou-lin 

 
For a student to receive a scholarship, they first need to apply for the camp they would like to attend. Then they 
need to fill out additional forms to be considered for scholarship through them.  
 
“We enjoy a close relationship with the camps in the West Michigan area,” said Bishop. “We always hold a meeting 
for the camps in the fall to give them the chance to share ideas and learn what other camps are doing.”  
 
The grant program was established in 2002 with the goal to make the summer camp experience accessible to all, 
regardless of one’s financial situation. Since then, 14 to 20 camps have been awarded each year. Funding is made 
possible by the Mary I and David D. Hunting family fund at the Grand Rapids Community Foundation.  
 
For additional information on camp programs and scholarships, visit www.westmisummercamps.org.  

http://www.westmisummercamps.org/

